Trainers Workshop

December 8th 2005 

Riversdale Surgery

Minutes

News Update:
nMRCGP

Three different pilots are being run in Wales.  The extended Trainers Report, Significant Event Analysis and Referral Letters.  Unfortunately only 3 registrars on our scheme are eligible to participate as they need to have started 12 months in General Practice from August 2005.  Uptake for the extended Trainers Report has been low (only one registrar participating) because it does require quite a lot of extra work and the conventional Trainers Report still has to be submitted at the end of the training period.
The nMRCGP will commence in August 2007.

GPR Appraisal
Colette presented a powerpoint presentation which summarized a meeting in Cardiff earlier in the year which reviewed the first round of appraisal.  This is available on the VTS website.  In summary:

Form 4:  All sections need to be completed, it must be annonymised, written in formal style, avoid jargons and provide objective information for next year’s appraiser.

Appraisal Summary:  All activities must be specifically identified and supporting documentation described.  There should be at least one entry in each section.  Action points need to be highlighted in the discussion, all judgements should be objective.  Reflection on at least one SEA and one audit should be included.

Constraints Section:  Privacy must be respected (e.g. doctor’s health problems etc).  Evidence that constraints have been discussed, even if none are identified.

PDP:  Clear explanation of how learning needs have been derived.  Minimum of 3 targets for the next 12 months.  Outline how targets are to be acted upon and give timescales for action.

Concern was raised by the trainers about appraisal of registrars in Dedicated Skills Posts.  I will seek clarification on this.

CCT

All registrars now need a Certificate of Completion of Training when they finish their scheme.  Before they can apply for a CCT from PMETB, they must register with the  RCGP Certification Unit.  Currently this is £350.  (Currently membership of the RCGP is NOT sufficient).  

Registrars who have done a standard scheme, i.e. where all SHO posts are approved for training for general practice apply under Article 10 of PMETB for a CCT which attracts a fee of £250.  I have put a detailed explanation of how to apply for the CCT on the website as it is complex.  In brief,

1. The registrar will need to send all original VTR forms to the Deanery to be signed by the Director (Malcolm) 6 weeks before the end of the training period (i.e. NOW for February finishers!).  Of note, only VTRs obtained in Wales can go to the Welsh Deanery, VTRs from elsewhere need to go to the Deanery at which they originated.
2. The completed Trainers Report needs to be sent off at the same time to SACO.  SACO will confirm with the Deanery that the registrar has satisfactorily completed Summative Assessment.

3. Form 4 for the registrar’s appraisal has to be completed and sent off. 

4. When the Deanery receive notification that the registrar has completed Summative Assessment and had their Form 4 completed, the VTR1s and VTR2s will be endorsed and returned to the registrar with a PMETB CCT application form.
5. All endorsed original VTR1s and VTR2s then need to be sent to the RCGP Certification Unit with a cheque for £350 and a completed application form (the registrar can take up the option of becoming an Associate Member for free!)
6. The CCT application form needs to be sent to PMETB with a cheque for £250.
7. The RCGP will process the certification within 10 working days and notify PMETB who will then issue the CCT.
Registrars who have done posts that were not approved for General Practice training or who have done posts abroad will need to apply for a CCT under Article 11.  This is still a slightly confused situation at present.  Registrars who have posts that will need approval under Article 11 are required to notifiy PMETB at the END of their training.  Article 11 approval commands a fee of £750.

If a registrar is unsure whether their post would be approved, the RCGP Certification Unit will give free advice on the validity of training posts.

Some comment was made about the expense of obtaining a CCT (£250+£350=£700 under Article 10, £700+£350=£1050 under Article 11) notwithstanding the cost of MRCGP which is currently £300 per module.  Ironically, since the Workshop, PMETB have announced proposals to increase the fees for the CCT to £700 under Article 10 and £1250 under Article 11.

WACO and ACO

Both conferences were themed on Diversity this year.  
A lot of discussion in the Welsh conference was about plans to change the structure of vocational training.  The vision is for 1 year in SHO posts, 1 year in practice in Dedicated Skills type posts, and a fulltime year in practice at the end.  The implications are dramatic but would require an 80% increase in funding for GP training in Wales.

Postgraduate Assistantship, Clinical Fellowship

Both have these schemes have had to fold from February 2006 due to budgetary restrictions.  It is extremely unlikely that they will be resurrected in 2007 as current finances within the Deanery are very tight.

CPD Payments

Everyone has claimed payments but it turns out none have received payment.  The payment is annual.  I will make enquiries as to the delay in payment and also question the regulations as they appear inconsistent.

AOB

AOB was devoted to discussing Rob Morgan’s letter regarding withdrawal of registrars from training practices.  It was clear at the meeting that our communication to trainers has been inadequate, a number of trainers were unaware of changes that we had made.  There were also problems with communication within practices where a trainer had been notified of a change and had replied, but the other trainers in the practice were still unaware that a change had been made.

We would like to apologise to any trainers who have been inconvenienced by this and will ensure our communication to you of any changes is made more clear.

The issues Rob raised regarding moving registrars and presenting it as a fait accomplie was unfortunately not discussed, nor whether there should be an embargo on registrars moving between practices.  I will re-open this discussion on the e-group as we would value your opinions.

Pete and Colette

Sunday, December 11, 2005
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