Confidentiality of Patients Records

A Guide to Accreditation Visits

Joint Committee on Postgraduate Training for General Practice

GP Practices

In relation to its visits to training practices, the JCPTGP acknowledges that the responsibility for the proper disclosure of information is that of the practice’s own Caldicott “lead.”  However because in this area the JCPTGP has a particular responsibility, more specific policy has been adopted, as follows:

Patients should have written material informing them of the circumstances in which their records may be inspected.  This information should be included in a notice clearly displayed in the practice, in the information leaflet and on any other publicity information such as a web site.  It should state clearly:-

1. that their records may be disclosed to persons outside the primary care team which provides their care.

2. that the purpose of such disclosure is strictly limited to a verification process which is required to ensure practice compliance with educational standards for trainee doctors

3. that the visit team are all subject to a strict duty of confidentiality

4. that any patient may object to the whole, or any part, of the inspection of their own medical records and that their objection will be respected.
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